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July 3, 2002

For Immediate Release :
DOUDNA MOVE IMMINENT; FACULTV/STAFF/STUDENTS PREPARE FOR ADJUSTMENTS
CHARLESTON - The walls of blue plastic storage tubs springing up inside Eastern
Illinois University's Doudna Fine Arts Center grow taller each day as faculty and staff prepare to
vacate the premises.
Meanwhile, elsewhere on campus, work crews busy themselves by turning a
gymnasium into a rehearsal/performance hall and residence quarters into faculty and
departmental offices - all signs that the university's next major renovation/expansion project is
almost ready to begin.
Nearly a year ago, the EIU community got its first glimpse at what the "new and
improved" fine arts center, located south of the University Union, would look like upon
completion. Architects, publicly detailing plans for the $45-plus million facility, announced the
project would include renovations to the existing building, demolition of the building's glass wing
currently housing the art department and the construction of 138,000 square feet of new and
renovated space.
Planning for the project didn't stop there, however, as all realized that temporary
quarters were needed in order to accommodate the university's art, music and theater
programs during the approximate three-year construction process. An estimated Fall 2005
opening date has been announced.
-more-
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"We had certain criteria in mind as we made these plans," said Jim Johnson, dean of
Eastern's College of Arts and Humanities. "Our main goal was to minimize the impact of the
move on our students. In order to do that, we wanted to try and retain all general education
offerings on Eastern's campus. We wanted to keep the majority of our performance areas on
campus, as well."
With the help and input of many university employees, the plan took shape. And while it
may take some adjustment time in order for faculty, staff and students to acclimate themselves
to their new surroundings, Johnson believes they will be happy with the results .
In short, the plan calls for the main offices of the art, music and theater departments to
be relocated to the second and third floors of Lawson Hall, located north of the Newman
Catholic Center on Roosevelt Avenue. Work crews are also renovating residence hall space in
order to make offices for faculty members from all three departments.
Due to the generosity of Eastern's Alumni Association, employees in the dean's office
will take up temporary residency in the Linder House, located on Fourth Street and west of the
Physical Science Building.
McAfee Gymnasium, which most recently served as the main branch of Eastern's library
as renovation work took place at Booth Library, will house rehearsal and performance areas for
the Department of Music. In addition, the building will provide space for a percussion studio, a
computer lab especially designed for students of the fine arts, keyboard labs, an art and multicultural classroom and offices for each of the directors of Eastern's performance groups.
The College of Arts and Humanities' certification office also will be housed in McAfee, as
will the college's publicity and Celebration planning office.
The former site of the Charleston IGA (a.k.a. "Booth West" and located next to Osco
Drug, 566 W . Lincoln Ave.) will be used to provide studio space for Eastern's Department of
Art. Where canned goods, meat and fresh produce once were displayed, graduate and
undergraduate students taking courses in sculpture, drawing, ceramics, printmaking, graphic
design, weaving, metalsmithing and painting will all find studio space.
A second vacated grocery story - Wilb Walkers East, located a block north of
Charleston High School on 181h Street - will be the temporary home to EIU's Department of
Theatre Arts. In addition to a theater (seating capacity- 175), the building will house all
performance courses (including performance, costume and scenic/lighting practicums),
rehearsal space and costume, set design and lighting shops.
-more-

ADD 2/2/2/2

DOUDNA FINE ARTS CENTER

Eastern plans to lease both buildings at a monthly cost of $6,700 and $6,000,
respectively, and could spend up to $412,159 in total renovation costs. Johnson acknowledges
these are "significant dollars," but adds that Eastern has an obligation to its students to provide
the courses and education they need for a continuing quality education in their chosen fields.
He added that much of the rented space will be of better quality than what students
have had available in the run-down fine arts center located on campus.
According to Jeff Cooley, vice president for business affairs, it is anticipated that all
renovations will be completed by the start of the school year in August. But just barely.
"There may be a little sawdust in the air when they move in," he said. "(The timing) will
be tight."
Although preliminary work will then begin on preparing Doudna for its transformation ,
Johnson said it could be early to late spring before passers-by see any outward sign of
progress. Asbestos removal from inside the building will be the first order of business, he
added.
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